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Government Board has been pressing the district I- council to make use of the powers invested in it by the I
Housing, Town Planning, &c., Act, 1909, and to carry
out a building scheme. In August, 1912, a definite pro-
posal was made by a member of the district council to
erect 50 houses, but the proposal after being
deferred from one meeting to another was finally
negatived. At one of these meetings it was stated
that among 225 houses which had been inspected
40 per cent. had no back doors and 40 per cent. were
overcrowded. Failing action being taken by the
district council the Local Government Board has
now made an order requiring a scheme for the ’I
erection of at least 50 houses to be submitted to it by
Feb. 26th next, and further requiring that the whole
of the houses shall be ready for occupation by
Nov. 26th of this year.

The Salary of the Brecknockshire County Medical
Officer of Health.

The Brecknockshire county council has recently
appointed a medical officer of health and school
medical officer at a combined salary of JE500 per
annum, which sum is to include any expense that
the officer may be put to in travelling about
the county in the course of his duties. The
area of Brecknockshire is 469,281 acres, and
there are only three other Welsh counties
of greater extent. While the question of the

appointment was under the consideration of the

county council a communication was received
from the Board of Education in which reference
was made to the unsatisfactory proposal to pay an
inclusive salary out of which the school medical
officer would have to pay his travelling expenses.
The Board pointed out that in a district like Breck- !,
nockshire such an arrangement was open to serious
objection, for the greater the efficiency with which
the work was done the smaller would be the
remuneration of the officer. The desirability for
more frequent visitation of the schools in the

county made it important that the proposed method
of payment should be abandoned, and that the
school medical officer should receive a salary com-
mensurate with the responsible and onerous

character of the duties to be performed.
The More Adequate Punishment of Defaulting

Dairymen.
It has been apparent for many years that the

fines that have been inflicted on dairymen con-
victed of selling milk to which water has been
added have been quite insufficient to act as a

deterrent to the practice. It has been pointed out
more than once by prosecuting solicitors that a

dairyman who has even only a moderately sized
business can very well afford to pay a fine
of l 1 or 30s. if he sells water at 4d. a

quart and chooses to run the risk of being
found out. It is satisfactory to find that
some police magistrates are at last realising that
heavier punishment must be inflicted upon dairy-
men who are convicted of watering milk if the
practice is to be stopped. In the Rhondda police
court a milk vendor was recently fined &pound; 30 and
costs for selling milk said to be deficient in butter
fat to the extent of 20 per cent., and at the Cardiff
police court a farmer who had given a warranty
with milk sold by him to a milk vendor was fined
JE20 and costs for a similar offence.

West Wales Asylum.
The West Wales Asylum at Carmarthen, which

serves the counties of Cardigan, Carmarthen, and

Pembroke, has accommodation for 600 patients, but
for some time the need for enlarging the institution
has been apparent, and at the end of 1913 there
were in the asylum as many as 724 patients. Difti-

culty is being experienced at Carmarthen, as at
other asylums in the country, in obtaining junior
medical officers. A salary of E180 per annum, with
four yearly increments of ;S10, has failed to attract
any candidates for a vacant post. The joint com-
mittee has therefore decided to offer JE200, rising to
a maximum of C240 per annum.
Jan. 20th. 

____________

SCOTLAND.

The Annual D’innej’ of the Royal College of
Physicians.

, THE annual dinner of the Royal College of

Physicians of Edinburgh was held on Friday
evening, Jan. 16th, at the hall of the College, Queen-
street, Edinburgh, Dr. Graham Brown, the President
of the College, being in the chair. Some 300 Fellows
and their guests were present, the latter including
a large number of representive public men in many
professions. It was an understood thing that the
annual dinner this year would be the occasion
of making a more or less public pronouncement
with regard to a new and great institute for
medical research which has been projected
by the Royal College of Physicians, the Royal
College of Surgeons, and the University of Edin-
burgh, with the substantial assistance of- the Carnegie
Trustees, and the opening speeches were very brief
in order to allow time for addresses on the main
theme by Sir William Turner, Principal of the

University of Edinburgh, and Sir Clifford Allbutt,
Regius professor of physic in the University
of Cambridge. Dr. Graham Brown proposed
in happy terms the toast of "The Imperial
Forces," which was replied to by the General
Officer Commanding-in-Chief (Scottish Command),
who testified eloquently to the advance in the

general health of the army during the past
20 years owing to the good work of the medical
officers of the services, the spread of knowledge
upon sanitary matters, and the spirit of co&ouml;pera-
tion that had sprung up between the medical

department and the other officers of the army.
Principal Turner then gave the toast of " Re-
search," and showed step by step how medicine
had advanced owing to the achievements of
research, and how observation of the finest clinical
and scientific sort was as much required now, with
the elaborate and perfected assistance offered by
our chemical, pathological, and physical labora-
tories, as ever it had been in the past. He showed
how the great new Institute for Medical Research
projected immediately for Edinburgh was the
natural expression of advancing knowledge, and
welcomed the fact that the cooperation of the

University of Edinburgh with the Royal Colleges
showed a perfect concord of aim between
the three bodies, in that all alike were work-

ing with the common object of preventing
and treating disease. He said that he was per-
mitted to mention that a sum of money would
be found by the Royal Colleges and by the
University, in which connexion the Carnegie
Trustees had been approached, and that the
movement, when finally organised, would be asso-
ciated with the great name of Lister. Professor
Clifford Allbutt, in replying to the toast, spoke
eloquently of the necessity for medical research to
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maintain and invigorate the progress of medicine,
his address being a comprehensive review of the place
that research should occupy in our minds and in
the actual course of professional education and life.
Professor J. Lorrain Smith having also spoken to
the toast, Dr. Alexander Morison proposed the toast
of " The Sister Corporations," to which replies were
made by the President of the Royal College of

Physicians of Ireland, the President of the Royal
College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, and the President
of the Royal Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons
of Glasgow. Dr. C. E. FitzGerald said that he
believed his own position as a surgeon-oculist in
the Presidency of the Royal College of Physicians of
Ireland was unique, but he saw in it a recog-
nition that not only were the diagnoses and
observations of ophthalmology every whit as much
medical as surgical matters, but that medicine
and surgery were one science. Professor J. Ritchie
briefly but happily proposed the health of the chair-
man, Dr. Graham Brown, saying that it was greatly
owing to his personality and exertions that in the
forthcoming Institute for Medical Research in

Edinburgh mutual understanding prevailed between
the University and the Royal Colleges, so that " the
lion was prepared to lie down with the twin lamb,
or, if his hearers preferred it, the lamb was prepared
to lie down with the twin lion."

Care of Defective Children in Scotland.
The Scottish Secretary recently received a depu-

tation from a number of Scottish school boards with
regard to the fee grant paid in respect of physically
defective children. The practice of the Depart-
ment from 1902 up to March 31st last in calculating
the fee grant was to take the same average
attendance as for the annual grants; but this
method was called to question by the Comptroller
and Auditor-General on the ground that it was not

legally justified, and the Department has been
advised that in future the grant should be calcu-
lated on the average actual attendance and not as
hitherto, on a basis of 50 for each class. The

deputation wished that the status quo ante in the
method of paying the fee grant should be preserved
for the current year, and that thereafter payment
might be made by a suitable capitation grant.
The chairman of the Govan school board explained
that seven of the boards would suffer annually a
loss of over C5000 in consequence of the change if
no provision were made for payment on a more
liberal scale, and that not only would there be keen
and universal dissatisfaction, but boards which had
not as yet embarked on this type of work would be
discouraged from doing so. The Secretary for
Scotland, in reply, said that the Scotch Educa-
tion Department was not to blame in the
matter in the least. He was able to say
that they had a new arrangement with the

Treasury, whereby the grant for defective and

epileptic children in special day schools or classes
under Article 22-11 (a) of the code should be
fixed in future at such a sum as together with the
fee grant of 12s., and any other additional grant
paid under Section 17 (11) of the Education (Scot-
land) Act, 1908, would amount to C6 per pupil in
average attendance. As regarded the similar grant
to residential institutions, they agreed that the
grant should be fixed at Cll, inclusive of fee grant
and additional fee grant.
Needs of Argyllshire under the National Insurance

Act.
A meeting was held last week in Oban of repre-

sentatives of the district committee, parish councils,

Oban town council, the school board, and the
North Argyll Medical Association to considet
the information to be supplied to the Highlands
and Islands Medical Service Board. Among the
suggestions put forward was a proposal for the
erection of a central isolation hospital for the
district and the subsidising of the Oban
Cottage Hospital, so as to enable the managers
to admit non-infectious cases where constant
attention was necessary, and also maternity
cases. A nurse was recommended for Kil.
brandan and Kilchattan, Kilninver and Kilmelford,
Benduloch and Dalmally, and an additional nurse
for Oban. It was further suggested that grants
should be made not only for the nurses already
established, but also for new nurses, and that a
grant of C500 should be made to each local
nursing association. It was considered desirable
that some sort of scheme should be formulated
whereby medical attendance could be provided at a
low uniform rate for households where the head of
such household does not pay income-tax. It was also
suggested that there should be a dentist to visit the
various schools in the district, and that a fund be
established for consultation in certain cases. It
was further proposed that the doctor in each district
should have charge of the medical inspection and
medical treatment, so far as possible, of the school
children in his district. It was recommended that
a cycle allowance for nurses be made, and that
the Connal Ferry railway bridge ought to be

opened for ordinary vehicular traffic to enable

patients in Benduloch to be brought within
easy distance of the doctors in Oban and

Taynuilt. It was further recommended that each
parochial medical officer should have a house pro’
vided, and that a fund should be instituted for

superannuating parochial medical officers who, on
account of age or infirmity, are no longer fit for
their duties. Additional doctors were recommended,
one in the immediate vicinity of Kilchrenan, and
one at Benduloch. It was proposed to put doctors
and nurses in direct telephone communication, and
it was thought advisable that all hospitals should be
in direct communication with the doctors thereof.
The telegraph services were also in many cases con.
sidered insufficient, and in view of the threatened
withdrawal of postal facilities at Bonawe, it was
pointed out that such withdrawal would seriously
interfere with the medical service at Bonawe and
district, where there is a large working population.
It was suggested that the telegraph line should be
extended from Kilninver to Kilmelford, and that
Lochawe should be either cabled or wired to allow
telegraphic communication between Kilchrenan
and Port Sonachan on the other side of the loch. A
motor ambulance for the removal of patients to
hospitals and sanatoriums, it was pointed out,
would be of great service to all the districts
situated on the mainland. Truly the National
Insurance Act is far-reaching in its effects!

Working of the National Insurance Act in
Aberdeen.

Insured persons in the city of Aberdeen number
54,000, and there are now 65 doctors on the panel.
These have been paid the sum of JE16,000 for the
year. Only 350 insured persons gave notice of their
wish to change their panel doctor, and only four
doctors requested that patients should be dropped
from their lists, the patients thus discarded
numbering only five. During the year 250 cases
of phthisis have been dealt with in Aberdeen;
there has been an average of 40 persons receiving



269

treatment in institutions, the average length of
residence being four months. In a number of cases
work has been resumed with the disease arrested,
but better results are looked for with earlier notifi -
cation. The Insurance Committee and the Friendly
Societies have worked cordially together, and the
Act is apparently popular with working men. In
the county of Aberdeen there are 40,000 insured
persons, the total for Aberdeenshire thus working
out at approximately 94,000.
!nverncss-8hi1’e Sanatoriu,ln partly Burned Down.
On the night of Jan. 14th the greater part

of the Inverness-shire Sanatorium for Consump-
tives, near Fort Augustus, an institution working
under the National Insurance Act, was destroyed
by fire. At the time the fire was discovered, about
7 o’clock, the patients were in the dining-room.
The fire spread with great rapidity, and in less
than an hour the sleeping quarters, bathrooms, a
drawing-room, and part of the dining-room were
destroyed. The total loss is estimated at about
1000. The sanatorium was erected some years
ago, and accommodated about 24 patients.

IRELAND.

"Medical Acliisers " and the Medical Profession.
SINCE the Irish Insurance Commissioners last

summer appointed a number of medical practi-
tioners at fixed salaries to provide certificates for
insured persons demanding benefit, the practitioners
who accepted such posts have been generally dis-
approved of by the profession as a whole. This was
not merely because it was felt that their acceptance
of office presented a solution of the certification
question unsatisfactory to the profession, but because
their duties entailed the visiting and examination
of patients in the care of other medical men. In

many cases very strained relations resulted, some
of the advisers being so rash as to criticise
adverselyto the patient the diagnosis and treatment
of the medical attendant. It is hoped, as has

already been announced in THE LANCET, that the
dispute between the medical profession and the
Insurance Commissioners concerning certification.
may soon be amicably settled. The Irish Medical
Committee has, therefore, at its last meeting been
considering the attitude that should be adopted
toward the " medical advisers " both at present and
after a settlement is made. The Committee
has come to the decisions expressed in the following
resolution :
That the Irish Medical Committee, in hope of a speedy

settlement of the certification question being arrived at
between the Irish Insurance Commissioners and the medical
profession, is of opinion that, pending such settlement or
failure of the present negotiations, the existing arrangements
of the Commission for obtaining evidence of sickness benefit
should be acquiesced in by the medical profession, and that
pending such settlement or failure of the negotiations no
professional interference should be displayed toward the
medical advisers."

That in the event of a settlement of the certification
question satisfactory to the Irish Medical Committee being
arrived at, the Committee will use its influence to prevent
any professional interference being displayed toward the
medical advisers." "

That the Insurance Commissioners use their statutory
powers and influence to prevent Friendly Societies from
penalising any doctors who have remained loyal to the
majority of their colleagues.

The Allan A. Ryan Hospital.
Some three years ago the corporation of Dublin

leased their isolation hospital on the Pigeon House
Hall at a nominal rent to the Women’s National
Health Association, to be used as a hospital for
tuberculosis. It contained some 50 beds, and
over a thousand patients have been treated. For
the most part the patients treated have been in the
secondary stage of pulmonary phthisis. As part of
its general tuberculosis scheme the corporation has
now resumed possession of the hospital, which is
to be kept as a home for advanced cases of tubercu-
losis. Last Monday at the Mansion House the
Countess of Aberdeen handed over to the Lord

Mayor formal possession of the institution.

County DOlt’n Practitioners and the National
Insurance Act.

A meeting of the medical practitioners of
North Down held in the Medical Institute, Belfast,
on Jan. 12th, decided, as they were requested, to
continue on the panel until March 31st, 1914, which
is the end of the financial year, the new terms to
come into force on that date. A resolution was

passed :-That we regret that whilst the medical men on the panel
for North Down have honourably carried out their contract
with the National Insurance Commissioners this year, the
Commissioners have failed to fulfil their part of the contract,
as they have not yet remunerated any of the medical men
for their services in giving certificates to the insured
persons.

A motion was also passed urging that insured
persons who have not selected a medical man on
the panel should be distributed equally among the
medical men in the same dispensary district. At a

meeting of the members of the County Antrim
Local Medical Committee, held in the town hall,
Ballymena, it was decided, at the request of the
Irish Medical Committee, to renew the agreement
with the Insurance Commission until March 31st
next.

Derry County Infirmary Salaries.

The committee of the Derry Infirmary advertised
for an assistant medical officer, at a salary of J680
per annum, with apartments, and it was announced
at a meeting of the committee on Jan. 13th that there
were no applicants, the excuse being the demand for
junior practitioners in England to work the National
Insurance Act. It was then decided to offer a
minimum salary of JE90, and not exceeding .:B100,
and to appoint a subcommittee to communicate
with some of the medical schools with a view to
obtain applicants.

Tlze late Mr. J. Gorman, Bangor.
On Jan. 12th, at a meeting held in Bangor,

co. Down, it was decided to erect a memorial to the
late Mr. J. Gorman, L.R.C.P. & S. Edin., to take the
form of an enclosed grave and tombstone in the
cemetery and to endow a free bed in the Bangor
Hospital, with which Mr. Gorman had been so

closely associated since it was built.

Epidemic of Measles in Armagh.
There has been recently a very serious epidemic

of measles in Armagh and district, especially among
children, and in several cases there have been as
many as four deaths in one house. The schools
have not yet been reopened.

Jan. 20th,


